
Minutes of the Cross-Party Group on Faith meeting 

Islam and extremism 

Wednesday 7 November 2018 from 12.00 – 13.15 in the Media Briefing Room, Senedd, 
National Assembly for Wales 

Present: 

1. Ahmed Alsisi, Acceptance 
2. Aisha Begum, Cardiff Council 
3. Akmal Hanuk, Muslim Council of Wales 
4. Ali Abdi, Citizens Wales 
5. Andrea Adams, Welsh Government (observer) 
6. Andrew Misell, Alcohol Concern 
7. Archbishop John Davies, Church in Wales 
8. Barrie Phillips 
9. Bethan Sayed AM, National Assembly for Wales 
10. Carl Gidney 
11. Caroline Jones AM, National Assembly for Wales 
12. Colin Heyman, Jewish community 
13. Daoud Salaman 
14. Darren Millar AM, National Assembly for Wales (Chair) 
15. Dr K Hasan, Dar ul Isra Mosque 
16. Dr M Hasan, Muslim Council for Wales, CCAWS 
17. Dr Nafiz Ahmad 
18. Jim Stewart (note-taker) 
19. John M. Evans, Third Order of St. Francis 
20. Julie Jones, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
21. Julie Price, National Assembly for Wales / Mandy Jones AM 
22. Katie McColgan, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
23. Mike Hedges AM, National Assembly for Wales 
24. Mohammad Asghar AM, National Assembly for Wales 
25. Peredur Owen Griffiths, Cytûn 
26. Peter Baines 
27. Philip Manghan, Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff 
28. Rheinallt Thomas, Free Church Council of Wales 
29. Rubina Suszwari 
30. Saleem Kidwai, Muslim Council of Wales (Speaker) 
31. Sally Thomas, United Reformed Church 
32. Sam Pritchard, Evangelical Alliance Wales 
33. Samina Khan, Cardiff and the Vale College 
34. Shaheen Ahmad 
35. Stanley Soffa 
36. Stella Price 
37. Uzai Suzwari 



38. Z H Arastu 

Apologies: 

1. Ainsley Griffiths 
2. Aled Edwards, Cytûn 
3. Arfon Jones 
4. Bishop June Osbourne, Church in Wales 
5. Carol Wardman, Church in Wales 
6. Christine Abbas, Baha’i community 
7. Claire Wretham, Marie Curie 
8. David Brownnutt 
9. David Forward, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
10. Gethin Rhys, Cytûn 
11. Llyr Gruffydd AC  

 

Minutes: 

1. Darren Millar AM opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 
 

2. Darren updated the group on items of interest since the last meeting was held in 
June 
 

3. Darren introduced Saleem Kidwai OBE, who spoke on the subject of Islam and 
extremism. 
 

4. Darren then chaired a Q & A time in which a wide range of issues related to the topic 
were discussed. 
 

5. The following actions were agreed upon: 
 
a. For Darren Millar AM to write to the Welsh Government Cabinet Secretary for 

Education Kirsty Williams AM: 
a. Thanking her for the support that she’s given to engagement with faith 

communities as the new curriculum has been developed. 
b. Taking note of the work that’s being undertaken at Key Stage 2 and Key 

Stage 4 in terms of resources that are available 
c. Asking her to ensure that these resources are embedded into the reforms 

that she is taking forward so that people can benefit from people being 
exposed to them 

 
b. For Darren Millar AM to write to the First Minister to ask what is being done to 

promote diversity among public sector employees across the country, citing the 
importance of a diverse workforce in increasing a sense of belonging in Welsh 



society for people in Wales’ Muslim and other black and minority ethnic 
communities. 
 

c. For Darren Millar AM to write to Welsh Government Minister Eluned Morgan 
AM, expressing concerns about the accessibility of youth work and citing the role 
that these services can play in promoting inclusion and reducing vulnerability to 
radicalization. 

 
d. For Darren Millar AM to write to the Welsh Government Minister for Culture, 

Tourism and Sport, Dafydd Elis-Thomas AM, asking what is being done to ensure 
that the opportunity that sport affords, in terms of promoting understanding 
between different faith communities, is being taken forward.  

 
6. Darren reminded the group of the next meeting, The future of prisons in Wales: faith 

perspectives, which will be held on 9 January 2019, and closed the meeting. 
 

 


